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| Reaſon and. SCIPTURE: 
REMOVING 
Al Scruples. taiſed by render Conſci- 
encies touching the'pteſent O ATH S 
required to he. taken to the Govern- | 
ment, by -all Perſons that have any 
Intereft in any Meſſuages, or Lands; 
in Law or, Equity; if above Eigh- 
teen Years of Age,” for ſecuring the 
| Peace, of the Kingdom, the Prote- | 
fant Religion, the Laws. Lives, Li- 
. .' berties, and Properties of the Subje&; 
when the Deftru@ion of them all at 
once, are aimed at 'by Papifts, and 
their Adha' rents, and Attempted. 
Sufficient to convince all well-mean- _ 
ing unprejudiced Perſons, that are 
not biggotted co Popery in their 
Hearts, of the Lawfullneſs, and rea- 
fonableneſs of the aforeſaid OATHS: 


S 4 trut SON of the Charch of Englan® ' 20 


Eftabliſh'd by LAW, 
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.one Penny keep | it clean and return it. 


LON 


\ 


. =. "IG -wX - 
EP" ec. >< oy 
Ce rn een. = Rn i ee OOO > 3 INE as 
_ 


—_— 


AMNLIPLNNHO! HSE | 


It you think this Book is not wortt 


Trick - Pokpe Coll - - | 
FRE Fi a pls. of 


174 
| YE AC ni 3 / Non w is 
go" 


Fw Pp 


& 


© v 4 
d 

.* 

1 \ 


| 


| 


n IO c 
1 4 23. 
* mn I KEN -— 
. AN a ? - 
: A OM $120 


ts \ »4 


"The Laws of the 


iS So 


I Find 'my ſelf under an Authority 


which requires certain Things of 

e, for the better ſecurity of vdhe Go- 
vernment which Prote&s Me, v:z. 

Solemnly to declare whom I believe 


to have a Right to my Obedience, who 
_ 1t 15 that has a Right 1s not determt- 


ned by any Law of GOD ; The Laws 
of the Land therefore being the rule of 
Civil Obedience in ſubordination to the 
Laws of God, the rule of my Conſct- 
Ence ; 


Land have deter- 
mined the right to be ia the prelenr pol- 
leſſor of the Throne and in no other. 

1 Q But ] am in doubt whether theſe 
Laws are made by « Competent Authority 
What mgſt I do in this caſe ? Fo 

cr. A. Juſtas I would do if my : 
Health or Eſtate, or Life, were at 
Stake, If I an at a loſs my ſelf as to 


_ ay of them, T ought to conſult whoſe 
'Ptofeſſioni, ar dry or Place, it is to In- 


form - 


a } 

form me, and if Me. lead me into an 
Error, having done all I ean, it will 
never be imputed to meas a Sin. Now 
the Judges, the Lawyers, the Nobility, 
whole Profeſſion and Buljnels jt 1s to 
underſtand the Conſtitution ( See Bz- 
ſbap Sanderſon) are Generally Agreed -in 
this; That the right of calling Pax- 
laments and of g1VINg the Sanction to 
Law's is in the KING who poſſeſſes 
the Throne by the Genera] Conſent of 
the People ; and the Holy Scrrptures 
and reaſon ſeem to ſuppoſe this ; for 
conſidering how many Difficulties are 
to be gat over, befqre every private 
Chriſtian could throughly diſcuſſe the 
Title of every King that Reigns over 
us ; If he ought till then to queſtion e- 
yery Law madg by the Legiſlature, 
the Command of GOD to Submit to 
_ every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's 
ſake, would at the ſame Time be a 
Duty, and yet impoſhble to be per- 
formed, The King in Poſſcſhon, ac- 
Fording to the Judgement of thoſe 
whoſe Right it is to Judge of ſuch mat- 
pry of ghe Power whom | am to Obey, 
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and whoſe Laws, it not contrary to the 
Laws of GOD are to be Submitted to 
for Conſcience Sake, FY 
Now the Laws have been made from 
Time to Time, by fuch Kings and 
Queens for the Limitring tne Succeſſhon | 
(which according to the Koman Law, 
ought to be from the Father to the el- 
_ deft Son) to Perſons ſo and fo Qualified : 
The Judges who are the Interpreters of 
rhe Laws, whoſe Judgements are to 
ſilence all diſputes, till diſallowed by 
a Superior Authority ; they ſay Theſe 
are good Laws. The Magiitrates for 
the better ſecurity of the Government 
' demand an acknowledgement of this 
from me ; If therefore 1 cannot arrive 
at a certainty, the decition of ſuch mar- 
ters not being within my power, all that 
I can do and what 1s my duty there- 
fore is to follow the moſt probable Npi- 
nion. This being the Judgement ef all 
the Caſuiſts and particularly in doubts 


"x 


Judgments ; therefore T ſubmit as the 
moſt likely to be true, who by the Jud- 
ges of the Land have long ſince been 
declared to' be the only Judges of a 
Iitigated Succefſion, to wit, the Nobili- 
ty ec. Such an Authority: being a Juft 
and reaſonable ground for my Aﬀent 
even Modeſty and Humility require 
this of me to pay a deference to my 
 Superiors, nay, we do it to a Friend 

by whole Judgement we are often de- 


 - termined 1n doubtful Caſes. 
2: Q. It may be ſaid thah in doubtful. 
Caſes wwe ought tolake the ſurer Side ana 


rather quit allthen comply When we have 
_ doubts. | 
A. 2. But it 1s to be doubted whe- 
ther this 1s the ſage Side of the Que- 
{tion ; If the Powers which-I diſobey 
ſhould prove to be Lawful T certainly 
_ Sin iadifobeying them, while they com- 
mand nothing torbidden by any known 
Law of GOD ; It being Safer to obey 
Authority then to difobey with a doubt- 
ing Conſcience ; and it's certainly aSin 
to Quit the Poſt which GOD has afſign- 
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willingly in deference to Authority, 
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me, when the very. condition. bf Nature * | 
wherein.he has ſet me Requires thatiyn 
theſe things IT ſhould be Goveraed by 
the Authoriry of others. Þ 
3. Q. But you are to declare that you ao 
this Willinghy though you own you have 
ſome doubts about it ;, | 
A }. Itis certain where a Man has 
the leaſt S:ruple he would avoid taking 
an Oarh, were he left to. himſelf ; bur 
where Authority (the very ſame Ayu- 
thority I obey 1n other things) where 
that 1nterpoſes in Caſes that are doubt- 
tul, It rurns the Scales and obliges to | 
Obedience ; and then a Man does that © 


| 


which he would as willingly have let 
alone, had he been at his. own diſpo- 
fal. 

4. Q. But are you to declare that the 
Perſon has no Right wien the Deciſion of | 
the Oneſtion Depends upon | ach Arguments j 
of Whoſe Force yOu 0TH y101 re H0t Cngli. 
fied to Trdg e © p 

A. 4. In this wacertainty all that I | 
can dO 1s tO tollow the moſt Probable 
Opinion which 1s that of theLegiſlature, : 
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on that Authority. 
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rhe Nation / who have their Repreſcata- 
tives in Parltament) Judging: 1t reaſon- 
able 10.to do: | 


TI Profeſs therefore to believe this up* 


” 


- This is what you do every. Day 
and are never blamed for it. 'Autho- 


rity being ſuffictent in ' many Caſes, 
and particularly ſuch as theſe to claim 


Our Aſlent where we our ſelves are nof 


able to come to A determination, we. 
found our Afﬀent upon Authority, and 


we ſhonld be mad if we did not A& 


| accordingly in the daily Occurrences of 


Life. Beſides the Example of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour puts the matter out of all 


\ Diſpute for though he himſelf had an 


Hereditary, *Right to the 'Throne of 


| David yet be made no Scruple whether 


Tribute ſhould be paid ro Ceſar or not. 
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Where n& Known Law of GOD is againſt 
' Mt, whoſe Authoriry may and ought to | 
p. be'depended upon ; the whole Body of 


